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On January 6, 2021, following several
decisions that were issued by the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) Supreme Council
during its 41st meeting on January 5, 2021,
an amended GCC Patent Law (Regulation)
was approved. In a statement made on its
official website, the GCC Patent Office
(GCCPO) announced that as of January 6,
2021, it will no longer accept new patent
application filings.

Following this unexpected announcement
by the GCCPO, any applicants who are
interested in filing a new patent application
in any of the six member countries, namely
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Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
and the United Arab Emirates, should either:
(1) file a patent application via the Paris
Convention in each member country within
12 months from the earliest filed priority
application; or (2) file a Patent Cooperation
Treaty (PCT) application and then enter the
national phase in each of one or more of the
six above-mentioned member countries.

The sudden and unanticipated nature of the
GCCPO’s announcement raises the question
as to what will happen to the patent
applications that are currently pending at the
GCCPO.
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Based on the current understanding and reading of the
situation, it is expected that the GCCPO will continue to process
these applications; however there has been no official
notification from the authorities concerned at the GCCPO that
offers insight at the time of publishing this report.

Nonetheless, we are awaiting further information from the
GCCPO as to how the processing of pending applications and
granted patents will be handled on an ongoing basis in light of
this announcement. Additionally, we are also awaiting updates
and guidance from each of the national patent offices of the
GCC member states as to their capability and capacity to
assume the burden of processing, publishing, examining,

and issuing the anticipated increase in national filings that will
result from this decision. Whereas the GCCPO used to issue
patents between 5 to 7 years from filing, some countries,
namely Kuwait, have yet to issue their first patent.
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The United Arab Emirates (UAE) recently
ratified its accession to the Strasbourg
Agreement Concerning the International
Patent Classification and the Budapest Treaty
on the International Recognition of the
Deposit of Microorganisms for the Purposes
of Patent Procedure.

The news concerning the ratification of the
Strasbourg Agreement and the Budapest
Treaty was announced through Federal
Decrees 165 and 168 respectively on
November 10, 2020 and published in the
Official Gazette on December 15, 2020.
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As part of the ongoing national campaign to maintain the

highest level of consumer protection, the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) issued Federal Law No. 15 of 2020, colloquially known as
the Consumer Protection Law, on November 10, 2020.

The new Consumer Protection Law, which repeals the outgoing
Federal Law No. 24 of 2006, covers all goods and services
within the national borders of the seven Emirates that comprise

the UAE, including the free trade zones and all related
operations carried out by suppliers, advertisers or trade
agents-including electronic commerce (e-commerce)
transactions if the supplier is registered in the UAE.

As stated in Article 33 of the Consumer Protection Law,
companies will have a one year transition period to comply
with the provisions of new Law from the date it enters into
force. We expect that the authorities concerned in the UAE will
be issuing the Implementing Regulations, and accordingly,

the Law is expected to come into force in May 2021.

The main three key provisions of the Consumer Protection Law
are listed below.

CONSUMER PRIVACY

According to Article 4 of the Consumer Protection Law,
suppliers and businesses now have an obligation to safeguard
their consumers’ data. As such, suppliers and businesses are
prohibited from using consumer data and information for
marketing and promotional purposes.

Furthermore, the consumers’ religious views, customs, and
traditions must be protected when providing a commodity

or receiving any service.

E-COMMERCE

Pursuant to the provisions listed in Article 25 of the
aforementioned Law, all e-commerce providers registered
that are within the UAE have the obligation to provide the
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consumers and competent authorities with
their names, legal status, address, licensing
authorities, and all the sufficient information
in Arabic on the services they provide,
specifications, terms of contracting, payment
and warranty terms. Moreover, according to
the provisions stipulated in Article 8, all the
information made available to consumers,
data, advertisements, contracts and invoices
must be in Arabic. It is worth noting that
other languages may also be used alongside
the main language, which as stated above is
Arabic, at the supplier’s discretion.

PENALTIES
A much welcomed addition to the new
Consumer Protection Law is the inclusion of

UAE

wi

tougher provisions that impose much heftier
penalties on suppliers who falsely advertise
their products or services in order to deceive
unsuspecting consumers. Such deceiving
parties can face imprisonment of up to two
years and a fine not exceeding AED 2 million
(around USD 545,000).

It is worth noting that the penalties will be
doubled for second time offenders. The aim
of imposing such substantial fines and

penalties is an effort in order to insure a
better protection to consumers and reduce
the number of repeat offenders.
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The Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property (SAIP) recently
signed a patent prosecution highway agreement with the China
National Intellectual Property Administration (CNIPA).

The PPH agreement is expected to foster and develop a
bilateral partnership in the field of intellectual property and to
strengthen the relationship between Saudi Arabia and the
People's Republic of China. The PPH allows an application that
has been determined to be patentable in the CNIPA to undergo
an accelerated examination with a simple procedure upon the
applicant’'s request.

It is worth noting that the SAIP has already signed PPH
agreements with the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO), the Japan Patent Office (JPO), and the Korean
Intellectual Property Office (KIPO).

We expect these PHH agreements, among other efforts by the
SAIP, will streamline the Saudi patent registration procedures
and attract foreign patent applicants to register their
inventions in Saudi Arabia.
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Given the recent trend in going paperless in
the region, the Trademark Office in West
Bank is planning on introducing an
electronic platform for the filing of
trademark applications in the near future.
We expect this new practice to pave the way
for a smoother trademark registration process
in West Bank and to accelerate the introduction
of further electronic services at the TMO.

TRADEMARK PROTECTION FRAMEWORK
IN WEST BANK

Classification
10th edition - single class application

Search
Possible for word and device marks
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Examination
On formal, absolute, and relative grounds

Opposition
3 months from publication date

Protection Term

7 years from filing date and renewable for
periods

of 14 years each

Use

Vulnerable to cancellation if mark has not
been used

for 2 years from filing date
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Head Office

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

T.+961 5 454 888

F. +961 5 454 844
P.0.Box 11-9421
headoffice@sabaip.com

Algeria

Cabinet Boukrami

(In cooperation with Saba & Co. IP)
Centre Commercial et d'Affaires EL Qods
10th floor, BU 10-04 B, Cheraga 16002
Algiers, Algeria

T.+21321 341161

F.+21321 341162

P.0. Box 86 Centre Commercial et d'Affaires
ELl Qods, Cheraga 16002
info@boukrami.com

Bahrain

Bahrain Tower, Al-Khalifa Road
Manama, Bahrain

T.+973 17 210 301

F. +973 17 224 699

P.0.Box 21013
bahrain@sabaip.com

Cyprus

Mitsis Building #2
14, Makarios Avenue
1065 Nicosia, Cyprus
T. +357 22 755 434
F. +357 22 754 037
P.0.Box 21143
1502 Nicosia
cyprus@sabaip.com

Djibouti

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

T.+961 5 454 888

F. +961 5 454 844
P.0.Box 11-9421
djibouti@sabaip.com

Egypt

10 Aisha EL Taymouriah Street
Garden City, CP 11451

Cairo, Egypt

T.+202 279 59686
F.+202 27952314

P.0. Box 129, Mohamed Farid
info@sabaip-eg.com

Ethiopia

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

T.+961 5 454 888

F. +961 5 454 844
P.0.Box 11-9421
ethiopia@sabaip.com

Gaza

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

T.+961 5 454 888

F. +961 5 454 844
P.0.Box 11-9421
gaza@sabaip.com

Iraq

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

T.+961 5 454 888

F. +961 5 454 844
P.0.Box 11-9421
irag@sabaip.com

Jordan

56 Prince Shaker Bin Zaid Street
Al Shmeisani

Amman, Jordan

T. +962 6 464 2145

F. +962 6 464 2159

P.0. Box 840553, Amman 11184
jordan@sabaip.com

Kuwait

Jassim Ahmed Alfahed

(In cooperation with Saba & Co. IP)
Al Hajri Building,

Al-Shuhadaa Street Kuwait, Kuwait
T. +965 2 242 3428

F.+965 2 240 2243

P.0.Box 1245, 13013 Safat
kuwait@sabaip.com
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Saba House,

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

T. +961 5 454 840

F. +961 5 454 842
P.0.Box 11-9420
lebanon@sabaip.com

Libya

Saba House,

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

T.+961 5 454 888

F. +961 5 454 844
P.0.Box 11-9421
libya@sabaip.com

Morocco

185 Boulevard Zerktouni
Residence Zerktouni
Casablanca 20330
Casablanca, Morocco
T.+212 522 251 530

F. +212 522 251 603
P.0.Box 13 921
Casablanca 20032
morocco@sabaip.com

Oman

Muscat International Centre

Beit Al Falaj Street

Muscat, Oman

T.+968 248 111 26

F. +068 248 111 28

P.0. Box 2027 Ruwi

Postal Code 112, Sultanate of Oman
oman@sabaip.com

Qatar

Gridco Building

C Ring Road

Doha, Qatar

T. +974 44 42 3992
F. +974 4432 4106
P.0. Box 14035
qatar@sabaip.com
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Saudi Arabia

Al Hadaf Marks Services LLC

(In Cooperation with Saba & Co. IP)
Office # 1, 2nd Floor, Tower B GOSI Olaya
Towers Olaya Street, Riyadh 12213,
Saudi Arabia

T. +966 11 2079596

F. +966 11 2079598

P.0.Box 61145 Riyadh 11565
saudi@sabaip.com

Sudan

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

T.+961 5 454 888

F. +961 5 454 844
P.0.Box 11-9421
sudan@sabaip.com

Tunisia

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

T.+961 5 454 888

F. +961 5 454 844
P.0.Box 11-9421
tunisia@sabaip.com

United Arab Emirates

Tamani Arts Tower - 18" Floor
Al Asayel Street, Business Bay
Dubai, UAE

T.+971 4 553 9911

F. +971 4 566 8470

P.0.Box 42259
uae@sabaip.com

West Bank

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

T.+961 5 454 888

F. +961 5 454 844
P.0.Box 11-9421
westbank@sabaip.com

Yemen

Hadda Towers, Building #7
Hadda Street

Sana’a, Yemen

T. +967 1 420 595

F. +967 1 420 596
P.0O.Box 1493
yemen@sabaip.com
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