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Saudi Arabia recently ratified its accession to the Strasbourg
Agreement Concerning the International Patent Classification.
This news follows Saudi Arabia’s accession to three key World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) treaties: the Budapest
Treaty, the Locarno Agreement, and Vienna Agreement.

By way of background, the Strasbourg Agreement establishes a
common classification for patents for invention, inventors'
certificates, utility models and utility certificates, known as the
International Patent Classification (IPC).

Saudi Arabia is implementing a national IP strategy through the
Saudi Authority for Intellectual Property (SAIP) to help ensure
that its IP regime is modern, robust, and that supports innovation
locally, regionally, and internationally.
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As part of the ongoing national campaign to maintain the
highest level of consumer protection, Saudi Arabia recently
joined the International Cooperation on Cosmetics Regulation
(ICCR). By becoming a member of the ICCR, the Saudi Food
and Drug Authority (SFDA) will cooperate and enhance trade
with its partners on cosmetic products. Saudi Arabia,
represented by the SFDA, will also be part of the global
discourse on common issues on cosmetics safety and
regulation, as well as enter into a constructive dialogue

with relevant cosmetics industry trade associations.

By way of background, the ICCR is an international group of
regulatory authorities from Brazil, Canada, the European Union,
Japan, and the United States. The ICCR provides a multilateral
framework to maintain and enable the highest level of global
consumer protection by working towards and promoting
regulatory convergence, while minimizing barriers to
international trade.
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In order to circumvent the time barring of
actions and missing any deadlines, the
Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) in Oman
announced that right holders must attend to
the necessary action for all matters that
were due on or after March 24, 2020 by
October 8, 2020 at the latest.

OMAN
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The Trademark Office (TMO) in Oman announced that all official
fees from filing up to registration must now be settled upfront
at the time of filing.


http://sabaip.com
mailto:news%40sabaip.com?subject=
https://www.sabaip.com/news-and-insights/
https://www.sabaip.com/stay-connected/

OMAN |

Following the introduction of value added
tax (VAT) in Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, and the
United Arab Emirates, Oman issued its own
draft VAT Law in early September 2020.

news@sabaip.com
sabaip.com

October 2020

OMAN

By way of background, the VAT Law is based
on the common principles agreed by all Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries as
outlined in the GCC VAT Framework
Agreement. Each member state of the GCC

is expected to establish their own separate
national legislation concerning the VAT

and as such the detailed compliance
requirements and set of rules will be outlined
in each respective legislation.
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After a long respite, the Trademark Office
(TMO) in Libya has resumed the publication
of trademarks in the Official Gazette, with
the inaugural issue being published on
September 23, 2020.

The first issue of the Official Gazette listed
over 200 trademarks that were published for
opposition. Any party who believes it may be
damaged by registration of the mark has
three months from the publication date to file
an opposition. It is worth noting that requests
to extend the time to oppose are not allowed
in Libya.

TRADEMARK PROTECTION IN LIBYA

Classification

8th edition — single class application. Class
33, alcoholic goods in class 32, pork meat in
class 29, and Christmas trees and related
products in class 28 cannot be registered
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Search
Possible for word and device marks

Examination
On formal, absolute, and relative grounds

Opposition
3 months from publication date

Protection Term
10 years from filing date and renewable for
like periods

Use
Vulnerable to cancellation if mark has not
been used for 5 years from registration date
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Given the recent trend in going paperless
around the globe, the Trademark Office
(TMO) in Myanmar announced that all
trademark applications will be filed online
as of October 1, 2020.

A soft launch of the new electronic trademark
registration system was scheduled for
January of this year, but has since been
delayed by the authorities concerned. The
new electronic trademark registration system
will be accepting the re-registration of (1)
marks previously registered under a
Declaration of Ownership of Trademark; or (2)
marks actually used in Myanmar.

It is worth noting that scanned copies of the
Declaration of Ownership will be sufficient
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for the re-registration process, although
originals may be subsequently requested by
the TMO for further review.

Proof of the use of the mark in Myanmar may
be demonstrated through the submission of a
copy of the publication of a Cautionary
Notice in local newspapers, or
advertisements or promotional materials, tax
receipts, or by other means which tend to
prove actual use of the mark in Myanmar.

As Myanmar stands on the verge of a major
legal and economic transformation,

we expect that with the proper application
and enforcement of IP laws Myanmar will
become more of an innovative hub in
Southeast Asia.
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IT'S NOT ABOUT
BEING THERE.
IT'S ABOUT
BEING AWARE.

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE OFFICES STOP SHOP IP FIRM

COUNSELING | PROSECUTION | ENFORCEMENT | ANTI-COUNTERFEITING
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THE SABA NETWORK

Head Office

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

T.+961 5 454 888

F. +961 5 454 844
P.0.Box 11-9421
headoffice@sabaip.com

Algeria

Cabinet Boukrami

(In cooperation with Saba & Co. IP)
Centre Commercial et d'Affaires EL Qods
10th floor, BU 10-04 B, Cheraga 16002
Algiers, Algeria

T.+21321 341161

F.+21321 341162

P.0. Box 86 Centre Commercial et d'Affaires
EL Qods, Cheraga 16002
info@boukrami.com

Bahrain

Bahrain Tower, Al-Khalifa Road
Manama, Bahrain

T.+973 17 210 301

F. +973 17 224 699

P.0.Box 21013
bahrain@sabaip.com

Cyprus

Mitsis Building #2
14, Makarios Avenue
1065 Nicosia, Cyprus
T. +357 22 755 434
F. +357 22 754 037
P.0.Box 21143
1502 Nicosia
cyprus@sabaip.com

Djibouti

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

T.+961 5 454 888

F. +961 5 454 844
P.0.Box 11-9421
djibouti@sabaip.com

Egypt

10 Aisha El Taymouriah Street
Garden City, CP 11451

Cairo, Egypt

T.+202 279 59686
F.+202279 52314

P.0. Box 129, Mohamed Farid
info@sabaip-eg.com

Ethiopia

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

T.+961 5 454 888

F. +961 5 454 844
P.0.Box 11-9421
ethiopia@sabaip.com

Gaza

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

T.+961 5 454 888

F. +961 5 454 844
P.0.Box 11-9421
gaza@sabaip.com

Iraq

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

T.+961 5 454 888

F. +961 5 454 844
P.0.Box 11-9421
irag@sabaip.com

Jordan

56 Prince Shaker Bin Zaid Street
Al Shmeisani

Amman, Jordan

T. +962 6 464 2145

F. +962 6 464 2159

P.0. Box 840553, Amman 11184
jordan@sabaip.com

Kuwait

Jassim Ahmed Alfahed

(In cooperation with Saba & Co. IP)
Al Hajri Building,

Al-Shuhadaa Street Kuwait, Kuwait
T. +965 2 242 3428

F.+965 2 240 2243

P.0.Box 1245, 13013 Safat
kuwait@sabaip.com

Lebanon

Saba House,

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

T. +961 5 454 840

F. +961 5 454 842
P.0.Box 11-9420
lebanon@sabaip.com

Libya

Saba House,

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

T.+961 5 454 888

F. +961 5 454 844
P.0.Box 11-9421
libya@sabaip.com

Morocco

185 Boulevard Zerktouni
Residence Zerktouni
Casablanca 20330
Casablanca, Morocco
T.+212 522 251 530

F. +212 522 251 603
P.0.Box 13 921
Casablanca 20032
morocco@sabaip.com

Oman

Muscat International Centre

Beit Al Falaj Street

Muscat, Oman

T.+968 248 111 26

F. +068 248 111 28

P.0. Box 2027 Ruwi

Postal Code 112, Sultanate of Oman
oman@sabaip.com

Qatar

Gridco Building

C Ring Road

Doha, Qatar

T. +974 44 42 3992
F. +974 4432 4106
P.0.Box 14035
qatar@sabaip.com

news@sabaip.com
sabaip.com

October 2020

Saudi Arabia

Al Hadaf Marks Services LLC

(In Cooperation with Saba & Co. IP)
Office # 1, 2nd Floor, Tower B GOSI Olaya
Towers Olaya Street, Riyadh 12213,
Saudi Arabia

T. +966 11 2079596

F. +966 11 2079598

P.0.Box 61145 Riyadh 11565
saudi@sabaip.com

Sudan

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

T.+961 5 454 888

F. +961 5 454 844
P.0.Box 11-9421
sudan@sabaip.com

Tunisia

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

T.+961 5 454 888

F. +961 5 454 844
P.0.Box 11-9421
tunisia@sabaip.com

United Arab Emirates

Tamani Arts Tower - 18" Floor
Al Asayel Street, Business Bay
Dubai, UAE

T.+971 4 553 9911

F.+971 4 566 8470

P.0.Box 42259
uae@sabaip.com

West Bank

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

T.+961 5 454 888

F. +961 5 454 844
P.0.Box 11-9421
westbank@sabaip.com

Yemen

Hadda Towers, Building #7
Hadda Street

Sana‘a, Yemen

T.+967 1 420 595

F. +967 1 420 596
P.0O.Box 1493
yemen@sabaip.com
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