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OMAN: PATENT OFFICIAL FEES DUE

The Patent Office in Oman announced that substantive examination fees related to
patent applications that have passed formality examination between 2013 and 2014
must be paid by November 21, 2016. No extension of time is possible.

As a reminder, the Omani and the Egyptian Patent Offices signed a memorandum of understanding on
September 10, 2014 in which the two offices will work together towards the development of capabilities at
the Omani Patent Office.

The Egyptian Patent Office will also act as the examining office for all pending and new patent applications
filed in Oman. The Egyptian Patent Office is the only Arab office that serves as an International Search
Authority, as well as an International Preliminary Examination Authority.
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KUWAIT: ADOPTING THE TENTH EDITION OF THE NICE
CLASSIFICATION

The tenth edition of the Nice Classification is expected to enter into force on January
1, 2017 in Kuwait, thus replacing the outgoing eighth edition. The adoption of the
10th edition will not affect trademarks already filed and registered in Kuwait. Upon
next renewal, goods and classes affected by this change in formalities should be
reclassified accordingly by the Trademark Office.

It is important to note that regardless of which edition
of the Nice Classification is being used, the trademark
offices across the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC),
which Kuwait is a member of, will depart from the Nice
Classification when dealing with items that contradict
Sharia law. For example, trademarks covering alcoholic
goods and related retail or wholesale services are
prohibited. By way of background, the GCC member
states are Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,
and the United Arab Emirates.

The table below offers a general overview on the Nice j : .
Classification in the Middle East and North Africa. N LN - ‘ howa L | o
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Country Nice Edition Adopted Member of the Nice
Agreement?

Afghanistan 8th No Yes
Algeria 10th Yes (entry into force: July 5, Yes, provided that the
1972) headings are specified.
Using the phrase "all
goods/services in the
class” is not acceptable.
Bahrain 10th Yes (entry into force: Yes, provided that the
December 15, 2005) headings are specified.
Using the phrase "all
goods/services in the
class” is not acceptable.
Cyprus 10th No No
Djibouti 8th No Yes
Egypt 10th Yes (entry into force: June  Yes
18, 2005)
Ethiopia 8th No Yes
Gaza 8th; Class 33 & alcoholic No Yes, provided that the
goods in class 32 cannot be headings are specified.
registered Using the phrase "“all
goods/services in the
class” is not acceptable.
India 9th No Yes
Iran 8th; Class 33 & alcoholic No Yes
goods in class 32 cannot be
registered
Iraq 7th with local sub- No Yes (an applicant can only
classification claim class headings)
Jordan 10th Yes (entry into force: No
November 14, 2008)
Kuwait 8th; Class 33, alcoholic No Yes
goods in class 32, & pork
meat in class 29 cannot be
registered
Lebanon 10th Yes (entry into force: April  Yes

18,1961)
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Country Nice Edition Adopted Member of the Nice
Agreement?

Libya 8th; Class 33, alcoholic No Yes, provided that the
goods in class 32, as well as headings are specified.
Christmas trees and related Using the phrase "all
products in class 28 cannot goods/services in the
be registered class” is not acceptable.
Morocco 10th Yes (entry into force: Yes
October 1, 1966)
Oman 10th No No
Pakistan 8th No Yes
Qatar 7th; Class 33 & alcoholic No Yes for all classes except
goods in class 32 cannot be for classes 1, 4 to 7, 10 to
registered 14,16 to0 22,29, and 31
Saudi Arabia 10th; Class 33, alcoholic No Yes, provided that the
goods in class 32, pork meat headings are specified.
in class 29, & Christmas Using the phrase "all
trees and related products goods/services in the
in class 28 cannot be class” is not acceptable.
registered
Sudan 9th; Class 33 & alcoholic No No
goods in class 32 cannot be
registered
Syria 10th Yes (entry into force: March Yes
28,2005)
Tunisia 10th Yes (entry into force: May  Yes, provided that the
29, 1967) headings are specified.

Using the phrase "all
goods/services in the
class” is not acceptable.

Turkey 10th Yes (entry into force: Yes
January 1, 1996)
United Arab 10th; Class 33 & alcoholic No Yes
Emirates goods in class 32 cannot be
registered
West Bank 8th No Yes, provided that the

headings are specified.
Using the phrase "all
goods/services in the
class” is not acceptable.

Yemen 8th; Class 33 & alcoholic No Yes
goods in class 32 cannot be
registered
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DJIBOUTI:

Djibouti became the 150th member of the
Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT) on June
23,2016. Accordingly, PCT entered into
force on September 23,2016 and D] will
be automatically designated on all PCT
applications as of that date.

The Office of Industrial Property and Commerce of
Djibouti will act as a receiving office for local applicants
with the possibility of designating the Egyptian Patent
Office as the International Search Authority.

The law in Djibouti has not yet been amended to
recognize the PCT, however. In the absence of a new
patent law and related implementing regulations to
govern international filings, the applicable time limit

for national phase entry (NPE) under both Ch. | and

Ch. Il'is 30 months from the earliest priority, with the
possibility for restoration of the right of priority under
PCT Rule 49ter.2 for both "unintentional” and “due care”
requests.

OMAN

KUWAIT DJIBOUTI QATAR ARIPO
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OQATAR: NEW TOBACCO LEGISLATION IN FORCE

Qatar issued Law no. 10 of 2016 which
repeals Law no. 20 of 2002. The new law
entered into force on October 11,2016 and
provides a broader ban on advertisements
and promotional activities for cigarettes or
tobacco and its derivatives.

Article 7 of the law stipulates that it is prohibited to
import, distribute, promote, sell and/or manufacture
electronic cigarettes and smoking articles look-alikes.
The law defines smoking articles look-alikes as products
that do not contain tobacco, but are packaged to
resemble tobacco products. This includes, but is not
limited to, candies and toys for children that resemble
tobacco products, its derivatives and the ways it is
administered, as outlined in Article 1 of the law.
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It is worth noting that the new law does not address

the use of tobacco brands in relation to non-tobacco
products. Thus, the use of tobacco brands on non-
tobacco products would be viewed as illegal only if said
non-tobacco products are within the definition of the
smoking articles look-alike, that is, they are packaged to
look like tobacco products.
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ARIPO: PARTNERING UP WITH THE EUIPO

The African Regional Intellectual Property Organization (ARIPO) signed a
memorandum of understanding with the European Union Intellectual Property
Office (EUIPO) on October 3, 2016. The purpose of the MOU is to increase bilateral
cooperation between the two regional organizations in the field of intellectual
property.

This cooperation will be achieved by:

* The publication of ARIPO trademark and industrial design data on EUIPO online information and
classification systems

* The exchange of information between the two countries on the legislative front
* Providing specialized training to governmental enforcement agencies

* Holding regular meetings between government officials from both countries to discuss and exchange the
latest intellectual property issue

* Cooperation on the automation and modernization on the IT front

With this MOU, ARIPO shows its commitment to develop and establish a competent IP system and
demonstrates its awareness of the strategic importance of IP on the member countries’ economic
development.

Should you have any questions, or
require any additional information,
please contact us at news@sabaip.com
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THE SABA NETWORK

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

P.O. Box 11-9421

Tel: +961 5 45 48 88

Fax: +961 5 45 48 44

E-Mail: headoffice@sabaip.com

Cabinet Boukrami
(In cooperation with Saba & Co. IP)

Centre Commercial et d'Affaires El Qods, BU 10-04B

Cheraga 16002
Algiers, Algeria

P.0. Box 86 Centre Commercial et d'Affaires EL

Qods, Cheraga 16002
Tel: +213 21341161
Fax:+213 21341162
E-Mail: algeria@sabaip.com

Bahrain Tower, Al-Khalifa Road
Manama, Bahrain

P.O.Box 21013

Tel: +973 17 210 301

Fax: +973 17 224 699

E-Mail: bahrain@sabaip.com

Mitsis Building #2

14, Makarios Avenue

1065 Nicosia, Cyprus
P.O.Box 21143

1502 Nicosia

Tel: +357 22 755 434

Fax: +357 22 754 037
E-Mail: cyprus@sabaip.com

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

P.O.Box 11-9421

Tel: +961 5 45 48 88

Fax: +961 5 45 48 44

E-Mail: djibouti@sabaip.com

10 Aisha El Taymouriah Street
Garden City, CP 11451

Cairo, Egypt

P.0. Box 129, Mohamed Farid
Tel: + 202 279 59686
Fax:+202 27952314
E-Mail: info@sabaip-eg.com

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

P.O.Box 11-9421

Tel: +961 5 45 48 88

Fax: +961 5 45 48 44

E-Mail: ethiopia@sabaip.com

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

P.O. Box 11-9421

Tel: +961 5 454 888

Fax: +961 5 454 844
E-Mail: gaza@sabaip.com

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

P.O. Box 11-9421

Tel: +961 5 454 888

Fax: +961 5 454 844
E-Mail: irag@sabaip.com

56 Prince Shaker Bin Zaid Street
Al Shemissani

Amman, Jordan

P.0. Box 840553, Amman 11184
Tel: +962 6 464 2145

Fax: +962 6 464 2159

E-Mail: jordan@sabaip.com

Al Hajri Building
Al-Shuhadaa Street

Kuwait, Kuwait

P.0. Box 1245, 13013 Safat
Tel: +965 2 242 3428

Fax: +965 2 240 2243
E-Mail: kuwait@sabaip.com

Saba House,

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

P.0.Box 11-9420

Tel: +961 5 45 48 40

Fax: +961 5 45 48 42

E-Mail: lebanon@sabaip.com

Saba House,

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

P.O. Box 11-9421

Tel: +961 5 454 888

Fax: +961 5 454 844
E-Mail: libya@sabaip.com

185 Boulevard Zerktouni
Residence Zerktouni
Casablanca 20330
Casablanca, Morocco

P.O.Box 13921

Casablanca 20032

Tel: +212 522 251 530

Fax: +212 522 251 603
E-Mail: morocco@sabaip.com

Muscat International Centre

Beit Al Falaj Street

Muscat, Oman

P.0. Box 2027 Ruwi

Postal Code 112, Sultanate of Oman
Tel: +968 248 111 26

Fax: +968 248 111 28

E-Mail: oman@sabaip.com

Gridco Building

C Ring Road

Doha, Qatar

P.0. Box 14035

Tel: +974 44 42 3992

Fax: +974 44 32 4106
E-Mail: qatar@sabaip.com

Al Hadaf Marks Services LLC

(In Cooperation with Saba & Co. IP)
Al-Oula Building, King Fahd Road
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

P.O. Box 61145

Riyadh 11565

Tel. +966 11 2079596

Fax +966 11 2079598

E-Mail: saudi@sabaip.com

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

P.O.Box 11-9421

Tel: +961 5 454 888

Fax: +961 5 454 844

E-Mail: southsudan@sabaip.com

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

P.O.Box 11-9421

Tel: +961 5 454 888

Fax: +961 5 454 844
E-Mail: sudan@sabaip.com

Adib Khair Building
Fardos Street

Damascus, Syria

P.0. Box 460

Tel: +963 11 223 6628
Fax: +963 11 222 6280
E-Mail: syria@sabaip.com

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

P.O.Box 11-9421

Tel: +961 5 454 888

Fax: +961 5 454 844
E-Mail: tunisia@sabaip.com

Al Rostamani Building,
Al Ettihad Street, Deira
Dubai, UAE

P.O. Box 42259

Tel: +971 4 2959 650
Fax: +971 42959 651
E-Mail: uae@sabaip.com

Saba House

Said Freiha Street, Hazmieh
Beirut, Lebanon

P.O.Box 11-9421

Tel: +961 5 454 888

Fax: +961 5 454 844

E-Mail: westbank@sabaip.com

Hadda Towers, Building #7
Hadda Street

Sana’a, Yemen

P.O. Box 1493

Tel: +967 1 420 595

Fax: +967 1 420 596
E-Mail: yemen@sabaip.com
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