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In This Issue

NEWS:
Libya – Trademark Office Resumes Work

The Libyan Trademark Office of-
ficially re-opens starting May 2013, 
nearly two years after its services 
went interrupted as a result of the 
latest civil unrest in the country. 

The most important change which 
has taken place in the country fol-
lowing the recent events is related 
to the Libya-Switzerland relations. 
Specifically, Switzerland has recently 
established formal diplomatic rela-
tions with the Libyan government 
after a three-year breakdown in re-
lations between the two countries. 
The implication of this develop-
ment is that it will now be possible 
for Swiss applicants to file new ap-
plications. 

The salient features for registering 
a trademark in the country are as 
follows:

Filing Requirements
1. Power of attorney, legalized. A 
general power may be used for sub-
sequent filings. 
2. Certificate of incorporation or 
extract from the commercial reg-
ister, legalized, with sworn Arabic 
translation. 
3. Copy of priority document, if pri-
ority is claimed, certified 
4. 10 prints of the mark for each ap-
plication. 

Items 1, 2 and 4 must be submitted 
at the time of filing. Document 3 
may be submitted within 3 months 
from filing date. 

Classification 
The International Classification of 
Goods and Services (8th Edition) is 
followed. However, class 33, alcohol-
ic goods in class 32, and Christmas 
trees and related products in class 
28 can not be registered in Libya. A 
separate application is required for 
each class. 

Opposition 
Trademark applications accepted by 
the Registrar are published in the 
Official Gazette before registration. 
Oppositions may be filed within 3 
months from publication date. 

Extension of Time 
Extension of time for oppositions/
counter oppositions or for respond-
ing to office actions is not possible.
 
Protection Term 
Trademark registrations are valid for 
10 years from filing date and are re-
newable for like periods. There is a 
grace period of 3 months for late re-
newals with payment of a surcharge. 
Documents required for renewal: 
Power of attorney, legalized. 

Use Requirements 
Use of a trademark is not required 
for registration or renewal of a mark. 
However, a trademark is vulnerable 
to cancellation if there has been no 
effective use of the mark for a period 
of 5 consecutive years. 

Search
An official search may be conducted 
for word marks and devices. It takes 
approximately 5 to 6 weeks for the 
results to be available. A separate 
application is required for search in 
each class. The search report disclos-
es similar and identical trademarks.
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Assignment 
Trademark applications and registrations may be as-
signed with or without the goodwill of the business 
concerned. 
Documents required: Power of attorney from the 
assignee, legalized; deed of assignment, together 
with the goodwill of the business, legalized, with 
sworn Arabic translation; and certificate of incor-
poration or extract from the commercial register, 
legalized, with sworn Arabic translation. 

Change of Name/Address 
A change of name/address may be recorded for 
trademark applications and registrations.
Documents required: Power of attorney, legalized; 
and certificate of change of name/address from 
Home Registry, legalized. 

Licensing 
License recordal is compulsory in order to be effec-
tive against third parties. 
Documents required: Power of attorney, legalized; 
license agreement, legalized, with sworn Arabic 
translation; and certificate of incorporation or ex-
tract from the commercial register, legalized, with 
sworn Arabic translation.

Merger
A merger may be recorded for trademark applica-
tions and registrations.
Documents required: Power of attorney, legalized; 
certificate of merger, legalized, with sworn Arabic 
translation; and certificate of incorporation or ex-
tract from the commercial register, legalized, with 
sworn Arabic translation. 

Marking 
Marking is not compulsory. 

Cancellation 
A trademark may be subject to cancellation by any 
interested party within 5 years from the date of 
registration. 

Registration Time Frame
The time frame for completing the registration pro-
cess is 12 to 18 months. 

Three Dimensional Trademark Applications
Admissible.
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Every year, Saba & Co. IP celebrates the World Intellectual Property 
Day on April 26. This year, the World IP Day theme is “Creativity: 
the Next Generation”. One of the main questions is the following “ 
What is the shape of things to come?”. This theme may be consid-
ered as a step closer in predicting the future.

World Intellectual Property Day



Kuwait - Publication of Design Applications

The Kuwaiti Patent Office is now publishing industrial 
designs in the Official Gazette for the first time in the 
country.  Applications are examined in the country as to 
form, local novelty, and industrial applicability.  Examina-
tion is generally a systematic process whereby the Pat-
ent Office is expected to notify the applicant of any ob-
jections. The applicant is then required to respond with 
arguments and/or amendments to overcome the objec-
tions.  Amendments and arguments may then be accepted 
or rejected, triggering further response, until a design is 
issued or the application is rejected and/or abandoned. 
Even though design applications accepted by the Patent 
Office are published in the Official Gazette, oppositions 
can only be filed before the Court.

Main Features of Design Protection in Kuwait:

Protection Term: 10 years from filing date.

Applications with Multiple Figures: Admissible up to 50 
figures.

Filing Requirements: (1) Power of Attorney, legalized, (2) 
2 representations of the design, (3) Description of the de-
sign, (4) Certificate of incorporation, legalized, (5) Deed of as-
signment from the designer(s), legalized, (6) Copy of priority 
document, if priority is claimed, legalized. All the documents 
may be submitted within 3 months from the filing date.

Renewal: For one term of 5 years. 

India - Accession to 
the Madrid Protocol

The Director General of the World Intellectual 
Property Organization welcomed the deposit 
of the instrument of accession of India to the 
Protocol relating to the Madrid Agreement con-
cerning the International Registration of Marks. 
The Madrid Protocol will enter into force in the 
country on July 8, 2013.

Renewal applications are no longer placed on 
hold at the Jordanian Trademark Office. All re-
newal requests for the month of February and 
March were kept on file in an attempt to clear 
the huge backlog of work at the Trademark 
Office. Now that operations are back to nor-
mal, applications that fall due for renewal in 
the next two months will be renewed without 
any delay.

Jordan - Renewals 
back to Normal
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Should you have any questions, or require any additional information, please contact us at bulletin@sabaip.com.



4

Re-registration of a cancelled trademark by the same owner is possible in some countries of our region. The table below lists 
countries where re-registration is possible and the related time frame that is applicable.

Country Is re-registration of a can-
celled trademark possible?

Re-registration 

Azerbaijan

Bahrain

Afghanistan

Algeria

Armenia

Not Possible

Possible

Not Possible

Not Possible

Not Possible

Within 6 months from the end of 
the grace period of 6 months

-

-

-

-

Cyprus Possible
Within 9 months from the end of 

the grace period of 3 months

Egypt

Djibouti

Possible

Not Possible

Within 2 years and a half from the end of the 
grace period of 6 months

-

Ethiopia -Not Possible

Pakistan Possible Within 6 months from the end of the grace 
period of 6 months

Qatar Not Possible -

Saudi Arabia Possible
Within 2 years and a half from the end of 

the grace period of 6 months

Sudan Not Possible -

Syria Not Possible -

Turkey Not Possible -

UAE Not Possible -

West Bank Not Possible -

Yemen Not Possible

Gaza Not Possible -

Iran Not Possible -

Iraq Not Possible -

Jordan Possible Within 1 year from  end of the grace period 
of 1 year

Kuwait Not Possible -

Lebanon Not Possible -

Libya Possible
Within 2 years and 9 months from  end of the 

grace period of 6 months

Morocco Not Possible -

Oman Possible Within 2 years and a half from the end of the grace 
period of 6 months

-

IP HIGHLIGHTS:
Re-registration of a Cancelled Trademark 



The Saba Network

Head Office 

Tel: +961 5 454 888 
Fax: +961 5 454 844 
E-Mail: headoffice@sabaip.com
P.O. Box: 11-9421 Beirut, Lebanon

Kuwait

Tel: +965 2 242 3428 
Fax: +965 2 240 2243
E-Mail: kuwait@sabaip.com
P.O. Box: 1245, 13013 Safat

Jordan

Tel: +962 6 464 2145
Fax: +962 6 464 2159
E-Mail: jordan@sabaip.com
P.O. Box: 840553, Amman 11184

Sudan

Tel: +961 5 454 888 
Fax: +961 5 454 844
E-Mail: sudan@sabaip.com
P.O. Box: 11-9421 Beirut, Lebanon

Algeria  (Cabinet Boukrami)
(In cooperation with Saba & Co. IP)

Tel: +213 21 341 161 
Fax: +213 21 341 162
E-Mail: algeria@sabaip.com
P.O. Box:86 Algiers, Algeria

Lebanon 

Tel: +961 5 454 840 
Fax: +961 5 454 842
E-Mail: lebanon@sabaip.com 

Syria 

Tel:+963 11 223 6628 
Fax:+963 11 222 6280
E-Mail: syria@sabaip.com
P.O. Box: 460, Damascus 

Bahrain 

Tel: +973 17 210 301 
Fax: +973 17 224 699
E-Mail: bahrain@sabaip.com 
P.O. Box: 21013, Manama

Libya  

Tel: +961 5 454 888 
Fax: +961 5 454 844
E-Mail: libya@sabaip.com
P.O. Box: 11-9421 Beirut, Lebanon

Tunisia

Tel: +961 5 454 888 
Fax: +961 5 454 844
E-Mail: tunisia@sabaip.com
P.O. Box: 11-9421 Beirut, Lebanon

Cyprus

Tel: +357 22 755 434 
Fax: +357 22 754 037
E-Mail: cyprus@sabaip.com
P.O. Box: 21143, 1502 Nicosia

Morocco 

Tel: +212 52 2251530 
Fax: +212 52 2251603
E-Mail: morocco@sabaip.com
P.O. Box: 13 921, Casablanca

United Arab Emirates

Tel: +971 4 295 9650 
Fax: +971 4 295 9651
E-Mail: uae@sabaip.com 
P.O. Box: 42259, Dubai 

Egypt

Tel: + 20 2 2795 9686 
Fax: + 20 2 2795 2314
E-Mail: info@sabaip-eg.com
P.O. Box: 129, Mohamed Farid, Cairo

Oman

Tel: +968 24 811 126 
Fax: +968 24 811 128 
E-Mail: oman@sabaip.com
P.O. Box: 2027, Ruwi,
Postal Code 112 Muscat

West Bank 

Tel: +961 5 454 888 
Fax: +961 5 454 844
E-Mail: westbank@sabaip.com

 

P.O. Box: 11-9421 Beirut, Lebanon

Gaza

Tel: +961 5 454 888 
Fax: +961 5 454 844
E-Mail: gaza@sabaip.com
P.O. Box: 11-9421 Beirut, Lebanon*

Qatar

Tel: +974 44 423 992 
Fax: +974 44 324 106
E-Mail: qatar@sabaip.com 
P.O. Box:  14035, Doha 

Yemen

Tel: +967 1 420 595 
Fax: +967 1 420 596
E-Mail: yemen@sabaip.com
P.O. Box: 1493, Sana’a

Iraq 

Tel: +961 5 454 888 
Fax: +961 5 454 844
E-Mail: iraq@sabaip.com
P.O. Box: 11-9421 Beirut, Lebanon*

* All mail should be dispatched to the Head Office address in Lebanon for proper channeling.
The information contained in this newsletter is intended to provide a brief update of intellectual property news and should not be relied 
upon as legal advice. Legal or other professional counseling should be sought from the firm’s Head Office in Beirut, Lebanon. 
© 2013 Saba & Co. IP – No article in this publication or part thereof may be reproduced without prior permission and full acknowledg-
ment of the source:
SABA IP Bulletin, A publication of Saba & Co. IP, Trademark & Patent Agents & Attorneys with branch offices in the Middle East and 
North Africa.

Saudi Arabia Al Hadaf Marks Services LLC
    (In cooperation with Saba & Co. IP)

Tel:+966 1 207 9596 
Fax: +966 1 207 9598 
E-Mail: saudi@sabaip.com
P.O. Box: 61145, Riyadh 11565,Saudi Arabia

P.O. Box: 11-9421 Beirut, Lebanon *

*

*

*

*


