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Jordan: Administrative Courts to Replace the Higher Court of Justice

A Royal Decree has been is-
sued ratifying the Adminis-

trative Courts Law No. 27 |

of 2014. The Law, which
was published in the Of-
ficial Gazette on August
17, 2014 and comes into
force after 60 days from its
publication in the Official
Gazette, abolishes and re-
places the Higher Courts
of Justice Law No. 12 of
1992 and establishes a two-
degree adjudication system
for administrative disputes.

Whilst the New Law intro-
duces some major changes
to the administrative judi-
ciary system, most of the es-
sential features of the High-
er Court of Justice Law are

maintained. According to
the new Law which is due
to enter into force on Oc-
tober 17, 2014, all adminis-
trative decisions, including
those issued by governmen-

™ of the appealed decision.

While decisions issued by
the Higher Court of Justice
were final and cannot be
appealed, according to the
new law, all decisions issued
by the Administrative Court
shall be subject to appeal
before the “Higher Admin-
istrative Court” within 30
days of the date of issuance
of the appealed decision.

+h By virtue of article 39 of

tal bodies such as the Trade-
marks and Patents office,

are now subject to appeal
before the “Administra-
tive Court” within 60 days
as of the day of issuance

“ the Law, all administrative

cases currently under con-
sideration by the Higher
Court of Justice are to be
referred to the Adminis-
trative Court as of Oc-
tober 17, 2014 from the
point where it was left off.

Yemen: Similarity of Marks

The Court of First Instance in Yemen ruled in favor of Arla Foods, owner of the trademark
DANO in class 29 against Salem Abdul Rahman Bajersh Corporation for registering the
trademark SANO in the same class.

The Court decided that the trademark SANO is an imitation of DANO, causing damage to
the interests of Arla Foods and leading to unfair competition. The verdict reached ordered
the defendant to cancel the Registrar’s decision no. 13 which accepted the trademark SANO
(registration number 44193) and bear all Court expenses.
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OAPI: Protecting New Plant Varieties

The African Intellectual Property Organization became
the seventy-second member of the International Union
for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants. The Con-
vention entered into force on July 10, 2014.

Other members of UPOV in the MENA region are Jor-

dan, Morocco, Oman, Tunisia, and Turkey.

The table below sums up information on Plant Variety
Rights in MENA countries. It lists the countries where
Plant Variety Applications may be filed and the relevant |
Law in addition to the annuities and protection term of
each application.

Country | Annuities Protection Term

Cyprus The implementing regulations of Law 21(I)/2004 have still not been issued yet.

Egypt - 25 years from date of grant for trees and
grapevines, and 20 years for other agricultural
products

India - 25 years from date of grant

Iran - 18 years from the date of grant

Jordan A maintenance fee is due annually and is payable during the | 25 years from date of filing for trees and

first 4 months of each year following the year during which | grapevines, and 20 years for other agricultural
the plant variety is granted products

Morocco | A maintenance fee is due annually on the anniversary of the | 20 years from date of grant for species of great

date of grant culture, and 25 years for species of arboriculture
and vine

Saudi A maintenance fee is due annually and is payable during 25 years from date of filing for trees and

Arabia the first 3 months of each year following the year the plant | grapevines, and 20 years for other agricultural

variety application was filed with a further grace period of 3 | products
months (April-June) with payment of a surcharge

Tunisia New plant variety certificates shall be subject to the pay- The breeders’ rights shall subsist for 20 years for

ment of an annual fee of which the amount and conditions | ordinary varieties and for 25 years for varieties

of payment and utilization shall be laid down by a Decree. | where development of the production elements
necessitates longer timescales. Those periods shall
begin to run as from the grant of the new plant
variety certificate.

Turkey A maintenance fee is due annually and is payable in January | 25 years from the date of grant for ornamentals,

of each year following the date of grant vegetables, and field crops, and 30 years from the
date of grant for trees, vines, and potatoes

UAE The implementing regulations of Law 17/2009 have still not been issued yet.




Sao Tomé and Principe: 7aking a Seat at ARIPO

Sao Tomé and Principe be-
came the 19th member of
the African Regional Intel-
lectual Property Organiza-
tion on May 19, 2014.

Other member states are:
Botswana, Liberia, Malawi,
Namibia, Sierra Leone,
Swaziland, Tanzania,
Uganda, Zimbabwe, and
Sudan.

TRADEMARKS:

Classification

The International Classifi-
cation of Goods and Ser-
vices (9th Edition) is fol-
lowed. A single application
may include several classes.
However, the same applica-
tion may not include both
goods and services.

Filing Requirements

1. Power of attorney, simply
signed. A separate power is
required for each applica-
tion.

2. Copy of priority docu-
ment, if priority is claimed,
with verified French or
English translation.

3. 10 prints of the mark for
each application.

Items 1 and 3 must be sub-

concerned.

WN Documents required: Pow-

mitted at the time of filing.
Document 2 may be sub-
mitted within 3 months

from filing date.
Opposition

Registrations are published
in the Official Gazette. Op-
positions may be filed with-
in 6 months from publica-
tion date.

Protection Term

Trademark registrations are
valid for 10 years from fil-
ing date and are renewable

for like periods.

Documents required for
renewal: Power of attorney,
simply signed.

Use Requirements

Use of a trademark is not
required for registration or
renewal of a mark. Howev-
er, a trademark is vulnerable
to cancellation by any inter-
ested party if there has been
no effective use of the mark
for a period of 5 consecu-
tive years preceding the date
of filing for cancellation.

Assignment

Trademark rights may be
assigned with or without
the goodwill of the business

er of attorney from the as-
signee, simply signed; and
original or certified copy of
deed of assignment.

Change of Name/Address

Documents required: Power
of attorney, simply signed;
and certificate of change of
name, simply signed with
verified French or English
translation. For a change of
address, only a power of at-
torney, simply signed is re-
quired.

Licensing

License recordal is compul-
sory in order to be effective
against third parties.

Documents required: Power
of attorney, simply signed;
and original or certified
copy of license agreement.

Merger

Documents required:

Power of attorney, simply
signed; and original or cer-
tified copy of certificate of
merger.

Marking
Marking is optional.
Registration Time Frame

The time frame for com-
pleting the registration pro-
cess is 8 to 12 months.

PATENTS:
Filing Requirements

1- Power of attorney, simply

signed.

2- 1 set of the specification,
claims, and an abstract in

English.

3- 1 set of the formal draw-
ings, if available.

4- Copy of priority docu-

ment, if priority is claimed.
5- Deed of assignment.

Item 1 must be submitted at
the time of filing or within
2 months from filing date.

Items 2 and 3 must be sub-
mitted at the time of filing.
Item 4 must be submitted
within 3 months from filing
date. Item 5 can be submit-
ted once available.

Opposition
No provisions.
Search
Possible.
Examination

As to form, novelty, inven-
tiveness and industrial ap-
plicability.
Annuities
A maintenance fee is due

annually on the anniversary

of the filing date.
Protection Term

The term of protection is 20
years from filing date.

Compulsory License

A patent has to be worked.
Working of the invention in
each designated country is
subject to the provisions of
the applicable national law.
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Local Design Laws

Design laws, among other
norms of positive legal systems
such as trademark and patent
laws, were introduced in the
past in almost all of the coun-
tries of our region, either by
their own codes or by includ-
ing them in general codes. Ba-
sically, such laws explore and
discuss the designs protected,
the duration of protection, the

transfer of rights, the proce-
dures, penalties, and remedies,
and the scope of protection.
International Design Con-
ventions

Only Egypt, Morocco, Syria,
and Tunisia from our region
are members of the Hague
Agreement Concerning the
International Registration
of Industrial Designs. Most

countries are members of the

WTO, which, of course, ex-
tends to the TRIPS agreement.
TRIPS, Part II addresses each
intellectual property right in
succession.

Examination

Novelty is a requirement in all
jurisdictions except for Alge-
ria, Cyprus, Gaza, Lebanon,
Libya, Morocco, Sudan, Syria,
Tunisia, Turkey, West Bank,

and Yemen.

Applications with Multiple
Figures

It is possible to submit appli-
cations with multiple figures
in all jurisdictions except for
Ethiopia, Gaza, India, Iran,
and Pakitasn The table below
includes information on the-
duration, and
renewal of designs in addi-
tion to applications with mul-
tiple figures (if possible) in the
MENA region.

examination,

Country | Duration Renewal

Algeria 1 year from filing date For one term of 9 years

Bahrain 10 years from filing date For one term of 5 years

Cyprus 5 years from filing date For four terms of 5 years each

Djibouti 5 years from filing date For two consecutive terms of 5 years each

Egypt 10 years from filing date For one term of 5 years with a 3-month grace period

Ethiopia 5 years from filing date For two consecutive terms of 5 years each

Gaza 5 years from filing date For two consecutive terms of 5 years each

India 10 years from filing date For one term of 5 years

Iran 5 years from filing date For two consecutive terms of 5 years each

Iraq 7 years from filing date Not possible

Jordan 15 years from filing date Not possible

Kuwait 10 years from filing date For one term of 5 years

Lebanon 25 years from filing date For one additional term of 25 years

Libya 5 years from filing date For two consecutive terms of 5 years

Morocco 5 years from filing date For two consecutive terms of 5 years

Oman 5 years from filing date For two consecutive terms of 5 years each

Pakistan 10 years from filing date For two consecutive terms of 10 years

Saudi Arabia | 10 years from filing date Not possible

Sudan 5 years from filing date For two consecutive terms of 5 years

Syria 5 years from filing date For two consecutive terms of 5 years each

Tunisia 5, 10 or 15 years from filing date | For two consecutive periods of 5 years, where the initial duration was 5 years and for a further period of 5 years where the initial
duration was 10 years

Turkey 5 years from filing date For four consecutive terms of 5 years each

UAE 10 years from filing date Not possible

West Bank 5 years from filing date For two consecutive terms of 5 years each

Yemen 10 years from filing date Not possible




The Saba Network

o Head Office

Tel: +961 5 454 888

Fax: +961 5 454 844

E-Mail: headoffice@sabaip.com
P.O. Box: | [-9421 Beirut, Lebanon

e Algeria (Cabinet Boukrami)
(In cooperation with Saba & Co. IP)

Tel: +213 21 341 161

Fax: +213 21 341 162
E-Mail: algeria@sabaip.com
P.O. Box: 86 Algiers,Algeria

e Bahrain

Tel: +973 17 210 301

Fax: +973 17 224 699
E-Mail: bahrain@sabaip.com
P.O. Box:21013, Manama

e Cyprus

Tel: +357 22 755 434

Fax: +357 22 754 037
E-Mail: cyprus@sabaip.com
P.O. Box:21 143, 1502 Nicosia

® Egypt

Tel: + 20 2 2795 9686

Fax: +2022795 2314

E-Mail: info@sabaip-eg.com

P.O. Box: 129, Mohamed Farid, Cairo

o Gaza

Tel: +961 5 454 888

Fax: +961 5 454 844

E-Mail: gaza@sabaip.com

P.O.Box: | 1-9421 Beirut, Lebanon™

e Iraq

Tel: +961 5 454 888

Fax: +96| 5 454 844

E-Mail: iraq@sabaip.com

P.O. Box: | 1-9421 Beirut, Lebanon*

ejordan

Tel: +962 6 464 2145

Fax: +962 6 464 2159

E-Mail: jordan@sabaip.com

P.O. Box: 840553, Amman | 1184

e Kuwait

Tel: +965 2 242 3428
Fax: +965 2 240 2243
E-Mail: kuwait@sabaip.com
P.O. Box: 1245, 13013 Safat

e Lebanon

Tel: +961 5 454 840

Fax: +961 5 454 842

E-Mail: lebanon@sabaip.com

P.O. Box: | 1-9421 Beirut, Lebanon®

e Libya

Tel: +961 5 454 888

Fax: +96| 5 454 844

E-Mail: libya@sabaip.com

P.O. Box: | 1-9421 Beirut, Lebanon*

eMorocco

Tel: +212 52 2251530

Fax: +212 52 2251603
E-Mail: morocco@sabaip.com
P.O.Box: 13 921, Casablanca

¢ Oman

Tel: +968 24 811 126

Fax: +968 24 811 128
E-Mail: oman@sabaip.com
P.O. Box: 2027, Ruwi,
Postal Code 112 Muscat

® Qatar

Tel: +974 44 423 992
Fax: +974 44 324 106
E-Mail: qatar@sabaip.com
P.O.Box: 14035, Doha

*All mail should be dispatched to the Head Office address in Lebanon for proper channeling.

@ SaudiArabia Al Hadaf Marks Services LLC

(In cooperation with Saba & Co. IP)
Tel: +966 11 2079596

Fax: +966 11 2079598

E-Mail: saudi@sabaip.com

P.O.Box: 61145, Riyadh 11565, Saudi Arabia

e Sudan

Tel: +961 5 454 888

Fax: +96| 5 454 844

E-Mail: sudan@sabaip.com
P.O.Box: | 1-9421 Beirut, Lebanon™

e Syria

Tel:+963 11 223 6628
Fax:+963 |1 222 6280
E-Mail: syria@sabaip.com
P.O. Box: 460, Damascus

o Tunisia

Tel: +961 5 454 888
Fax:+961 5 454 844

E-Mail: tunisia@sabaip.com .
P.O.Box: |1-9421 Beirut, Lebanon™

e United Arab Emirates

Tel: +971 4 295 9650
Fax: +971 4 295 9651
E-Mail: uae@sabaip.com
P.O. Box: 42259, Dubai

o West Bank

Tel: +961 5 454 888

Fax: +961 5 454 844
E-Mail: westbank@sabaip.com
P.O.Box: |1-942 Beirut, Lebanon™

eYemen

Tel: +967 | 420 595

Fax: +967 | 420 596
E-Mail: yemen@sabaip.com
P.O. Box: 1493, Sana’a

The information contained in this publication intends to provide updates on Intellectual Property news and should not be relied upon as legal advice. Legal or other professional advice should be
sought out from the firm’s Head Office in Beiurt, Lebanon.
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